Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.065; wR factor = 0.161; data-to-parameter ratio = 10.7.
In the title compound, C 18 H 18 N 2 O, the dihedral angle between the indole system and the phenyl ring is 17.2 (2) . The crystal packing features two N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, which link the molecules into layers parallel to (001). The absolute configuration was determined by the synthetic procedure and was set according to the starting material.
Related literature
For background to the synthesis of chiral non-racemic acetamide indole compounds, see: Kochanowska-Karamyan & Hamann (2010) . For their use in the synthesis of nitrogen heterocyclic compounds and indole alkaloids, see: Suá rez-Castillo et al. (2006) ; Chiou et al. (2009) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (5) 2.891 (4) 163 (4) N2-H2NÁ Á ÁO1 ii 0.96 (6) 1.91 (6) 2.847 (5) 164 (4) Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 3 2 ; (ii) Àx; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 3 2 .
Data collection: XSCANS (Siemens, 1994); cell refinement: XSCANS; data reduction: XSCANS; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. In the title compound the N1 atom in a planar conformation from the plane between C9, H1N and C1 with an r.m.s. deviation of 0.012Å. The N1-C9 [1.322 (5) Å] and C9-O1 [1.254 (4) Å] distances show electron delocalization along the N1-C9-O1 system. The indole group shows a torsion angle of 102.1 (4)° from the plane placed by N1/C9/C10/C11 and phenyl ring C2-C7 shows a torsion angle of 92.3 (4)° from plane C9/N1/C1/C2. The crystal packing is stabilized by two hydrogen bond interactions [N1-H1N···O1 and N2-H2N···O1] linking the molecules into planes parallel to (0 0 1) (Table 1) .
Experimental
The title compound, C 18 H 18 N 2 O, was obtained dissolving indolic acid (0.96 mmol, 0.277 g) and boric acid (0.30 mmol, 0.020 g) in 88 ml of toluene under N 2 atmosphere. Once the mixture was colorless, (S)-(-)-phenylethylamine was added 2, 33.8, 49.1, 108.2,112.1, 118.8-128.8, 136.9, 143.4, 171.8 .
Refinement
H atom bonded to N atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and they were isotropically refined. H atoms bonded to C atoms were placed in geometrical idealized positions and refined as riding on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C) or U eq (H) = 1.5 U eq (C) for methyl groups. In the absence of anomalous scatterers, the absolute configuration could not be determined. It was set according to the starting material and Friedel pairs were merged. The molecular structure of title compound, with atom labels and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Computing details
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Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
